
In 2015, the United Nations launched the Sustainable Development Goals as a global call to 

action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people live in peace and 

prosperity by 2030. Governance that is not founded on the rule of law, human rights, peace 

and stability cannot be sustainable. Considering the global situation, especially in the last 25 

years, on the one hand, there are regions where security is ensured and where people live in 

peace and prosperity, while on the other hand, regions with conflict and violence have 

increased and instability has been reinforced. Sustainable development cannot be realized 

without tackling this inequality.

Through SDG 16 Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, the UN aims to reduce all forms of 

violence and related mortality everywhere; end child abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all 

forms of violence and torture; promote the rule of law at national and international levels; 

and ensure equal access to justice for all. Furthermore, by 2030, the UN also seeks to 

significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows; strengthen the recovery and return of 

stolen assets and combat all forms of organized crime; reduce all forms of corruption and 

bribery; develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels; ensure 

responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making processes at all 

levels; and expand and strengthen the participation of developing countries in global 

governance institutions. By 2030, SDG 16 targets ensuring legal identity for all, including birth

registration, ensuring access to information for communities and protecting fundamental 

freedoms in accordance with national legislation and international agreements, 

strengthening relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation, to 

build capacity at all levels to prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime, particularly in

developing countries, and promoting and implementing non-discriminatory laws and policies

for sustainable development.

Times Higher Education, which ranks universities according to their activities related to the 

Sustainable Development Goals, aims to encourage universities to contribute to humanity 

and a better and more sustainable life through the Times Impact Rankings, the first global 

ranking in this field. Under the SDG 16 Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, THE focuses on 

how universities can support institutions in their countries and promote peace and justice. To

do this, it assesses universities' research in law and international relations, their involvement 

as advisors to governments, and their policies on academic freedom. THE evaluates 



universities on the SDG 16 on representation in university governance, student communities,

relations with local stakeholders, anti-corruption and anti-bribery, academic freedom, 

financial transparency, relations with government agencies, and law courses in the 

curriculum.

Üsküdar University, which adopts criticism, libertarianism, pluralism and participation as its 

basic principles and aims for global peace and development, has adopted the mission of 

raising individuals who respect human values, adhere to universal and national law, pioneer 

scientific values, are open to change and innovation, have environmental sensitivity, and are 

against all discrimination. In this context, Üsküdar University provides information to the 

society and decision makers in their fields of expertise not only through the curricula it 

provides to students, but also through its activities, reports and scientific publications. In this 

way, it creates collaborations with local stakeholders and government institutions for 

sustainable development and contributes from local to global for global peace and stability.

Üsküdar University, which aims for global peace and development, builds peace and justice 

within its own institutional structure. In this direction, the university encourages 

participation in the management from different units, students and stakeholders, while 

creating documents against discrimination. It strengthens its curriculum and informs the 

society and decision makers on issues such as economy, law, technology, migration and 

displacement and climate change.




