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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

SDG 14: Life Below Water

Uskiidar University, established in 2011 with a focus on health, aims to educate individuals who
can develop new scientific solutions for the fundamental problems and needs of humanity,
particularly in the fields of behavioral sciences, engineering, and health. The university is
committed to conducting its activities in an environmentally friendly manner while upholding its
institutional values.

Does Uskiidar University offer vocational training or courses that focus on the sustainability of
aquatic ecosystems? Are there any awareness-raising initiatives within the community on
these issues?

Uskiidar University Vocational School of Health Services includes the "Environmental Health
Program" that aims to train individuals in the field of environmental health. The curriculum
covers topics such as "Water Quality and Treatment", "Ecology", and "Environmental Impact
Assessment", emphasizing the importance of sustaining and conserving aquatic ecosystems,
marine life, and water resources. Additionally, all programs at the university include courses on
Environmental Health and Biochemical Ecology. Moreover, public information sessions and
various forms of media are used to raise awareness about the significance of protecting aquatic
ecosystems.
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MBI 427 Biyokimyasal Ekoloji 3 (3+0+0) AKTS: 5

Bu derste; yasam ve ekoloji, ekolojinin temel kavramlan, ekosistemler ve onlann Gzellikleri,
ekosistemlerde enerji ve madde akigi, kirlilik ve ekoloji, ekolojik biyokimyanin temel kavramlan,
.| biyokimyasal adaptasyon, aym ve farkh tirler arasindaki kimyasal iliski, detoksifikasyon ve iligkili

| metabolik yollar, biyotransformasyon ve biyodegradasyonlar, alim, biriktirme ve yogunlastirma
kavramlarn ele alinacaktir.

What are Uskiidar University's social responsibility policies regarding the environment?

Uskiidar University takes a comprehensive approach to environmental issues and has
established the Environmental Ethics Forum to showcase its commitment to addressing
environmental problems caused by human activities. This ethical standpoint guides all of the
university's initiatives. Following the pandemic, Uskiidar University has reinforced its policies in
this area by releasing the "Global Well-being Manifesto After the Pandemic."

Led by Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Ozdemir and launched in 2021, Uskiidar University has contributed to
the 'Al-Mizan' World Environmental Convention, which utilizes Islamic values to enhance local,
regional, and international efforts in combating climate change. The convention emphasizes the
reiteration of principles that govern nature conservation in a way that tackles current challenges
and stresses the ethical principles underlying the social structure of human existence. 'Al-Mizan'
is endorsed by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Does Uskiidar University have researchers, research infrastructure, and a project incentive
system focused on the sustainability and health of aquatic ecosystems, endangered
biodiversity, basin management, waste reduction, and wastewater treatment?

Uskiidar University's Scientific Research Projects (SRP) Commission supports research projects
and associated studies conducted within the university. The university carries out research on
the sustainability of aquatic ecosystems through entities such as Uskiidar University Technology
Transfer Office (BrainPark), Istanbul Protein Research Development and Innovation Center
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(PROMER), Biotechnology Research Center (BIOTEKMER), and relevant laboratory facilities.

Furthermore, Uskiidar University has issued the "Scientific Incentive Evaluation Directive" to

motivate its faculty members to develop projects and has implemented an Activity Monitoring

System to monitor ongoing projects.
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At Uskiidar University, we are producing scientific publications that contribute to the
sustainability of aquatic ecosystems. We have collaborated on international projects, including
the MARTERA Project, working with fish farms in Turkey. All relevant scientific research
conducted at the university must be approved by the Uskiidar University Non-Interventional
Research Ethics Committee and the Animal Research Ethics Committee.

How is waste management carried out for the protection of aquatic ecosystems and human
health at Uskiidar University?

In partnership with the Istanbul Provincial Directorate of National Education, Uskiidar University
organizes a Science and Ideas Festival to recognize high school students' scientific research and
nurture future scientists. Projects focused on the sustainability of aquatic ecosystems are
supported at the festival.

To manage waste effectively for the protection of aquatic ecosystems and human health,
Uskiidar University is connected to a central water supply and sewage system overseen by the
Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality and Istanbul Water and Sewerage Administration (ISKI). The
university, along with its five campuses and the Afiliye Hospital NP Istanbul Brain Hospital,
follows the "Regulation on the Discharge of Wastewater into Sewers" and treats discharged
wastewater at municipal facilities. Liquid chemical wastes from university laboratories are
classified as hazardous waste and processed in compliance with the relevant Waste
Management Regulation (Fig.1).
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Fig.1 Hazardous waste management applications at the University

Uskiidar University takes an ecosystem approach to development and is working to increase
green and forested areas. The establishment of the Uskiidar University Forest is currently
underway. The university supports sustainable fisheries and has developed internal regulations
that align with international guidelines for the consumption of seafood products on campus.

What is Uskiidar University's action plan to reduce plastic waste?

In terms of reducing plastic waste, Uskiidar University supports the Ministry of Environment and
Urbanization's Zero Waste Project to create a cleaner and more sustainable world for future
generations. The university has implemented a Zero Waste Management System and received
the "Zero Waste Certificate" from the Ministry on June 8, 2021. Additionally, Uskiidar University
has implemented measures to reduce plastic consumption.

Uskiidar University, which has prioritized respect for nature since its establishment, aims to
continue its activities with the same principle in all future practices and to preserve the
sustainability and biodiversity of every element of the environment, especially aquatic
ecosystems.



